
YOUR act of local love can change a life and impact a community.

You can help a young person like 
Mikaila.  

Mikaila and her single mom moved a 
lot when she was in elementary school. 
She changed schools many times and 
fell behind academically. Mikaila says 
some people told her she likely wouldn’t 
graduate high school.

“It was just really hard going to new 
schools, making new friends. I was 
terrified.’

Her teachers knew she could be 
successful if she had some extra 
support. In grade eight they put her 
name forward for On Track to Success 
(OTTS), a student achievement and 
career mentoring program that runs five 
days a week in Leamington and West 
Windsor.

Mikaila’s favourite memories of the 
program include going on trips and 
doing team building exercises that 
brought the group closer together. 

LYSE SAYS 
THANK YOU

OTTS has also helped her with studying, 
and she credits the study groups with 
helping her pass her classes. She says 
the Success Coaches were always there 
for her and encouraged her to strive to 
go to college.

Mikaila graduated high school in 2019, 
after four years in the program. She 
plans to become a police officer and 
crime scene investigator. 

“I am very proud of myself,” she beams, 
sporting her graduation cap.

But she acknowledges that there are 
challenges in pursuing college when you 
have to worry about money.  

“I grew up in a home where we didn’t 
have enough money,” says Mikaila. 

Right now we can only financially support half 
of the students who need United Way’s 

On Track to Success program. 
Every child deserves the chance to succeed  

and YOU CAN HELP.

HELP MAKE LOCAL ISSUES 
#UNIGNORABLE

Paying for school just 
seemed unattainable 
before OTTS, she says. 
(over)



HOW YOUR GIFT HELPS
“I got a job at a young age. I started saving money. 
I still don’t have enough money to go to college but 
I’m going to apply for grants and everything that I 
can to help pay for it. And hopefully I get accepted 
for those.”

OTTS students receive a $4,000 bursary to pay for 
post-secondary or trade school. Mikaila is part of 
the very first graduating cohort of OTTS students 
from Leamington. In total, the program now 
supports 125 students in grades nine to twelve. 

We are proud to report 90% of students in the 
graduating class are attending post-secondary or 
trade education, which will increase their lifelong 
earning potential and help them to be independent 
adults. It’s all thanks to you, our generous donors.

“It makes me very happy to know people want me 
to succeed in life,” says Mikaila. “I love knowing 
that I do have a support system now that is there, 
that will help me pursue my dreams and become 
who I truly want to be.”

GIVE TODAY
You can unlock youth potential in Windsor and Essex County.

“Thank you so much for 
your help and for 
believing in me.” 

-Mikaila

Mikaila (left) is the first in her 
family to go to college.

OTTS IS A GAME-CHANGER
An independent evaluation of the On Track to 
Success program by University of Windsor 
researcher Dr. Rajeeva Sinha shows that 
students who participate in OTTS have 
improved grades and attendance, and have 
developed skills that will help them graduate 
and achieve success at the post-secondary 
level. 

Read the report:  
weareunited.com/OnTracktoSuccessResults


